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Trips for Beginners
  Clarksville, Missouri/Lock & Dam 24 to Winfield, Missouri/Lock & Dam 25
Red’s Landing Area:

The Red’s Landing Backwater Access (#34) places one in an area disconnected from the main channel.  With no chance encountering barge traffic and fast flowing currents, this area is a safe place to practice paddling.  Put in and take out at the same access, eliminating the need for a shuttle.
Gilead Access – Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge:

This trip is sure to delight paddlers with the beautiful landscape and diverse wildlife.  Although the Gilead Access (#38) places you in the backwaters, you could navigate to main channel.
Note:  This area is closed from October to December 31 every year for refuge season.
Prairie Pond – Two Rivers National Wildlife Refuge:

A little boat dock and ramp (#41) waits for you at this backwater complex.  A very good place for a safe, early season paddle.  Enjoy the birdlife and aquatic plants found here.  Don’t forget your binoculars and camera.
Note:  This area is closed from October to December 31 every year for refuge season.
Batchtown State Fish & Wildlife Management Area:

Beginners can access the backwaters from Cockrell Hollow Access (#44).  Intermediates and above can put in on the river.  This area provides paddlers with an open area to paddle, while remaining out of the main current of the river.
Sandy Chute:

This quiet stretch of backwater is an ideal place for beginners to get some exercise and enjoy wildlife at the same time.  Park at Lock & Dam 25 (#45) with restroom.  A short carry through the picnic area will put you on the water.  The parking lot is closed dusk to dawn.
Note: Paddling times may vary based on river conditions, weather and the paddler’s ability.







